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Abstract: The foramen magnum is the biggest natural foramen of the neurocranium. It is located within occipital bone 

and connects the posterior cranial fossa with the vertebral canal (base of the skull). The structure is surrounded by 
various parts of occipital bone and secondary to their growth and development, the shape of the foramen may change 
during prenatal and postnatal period. Oval or oval-to-round forms of the foramen are the dominant ones for the 

contemporary human. However, numbers of anatomical variances have been already described, including circular, two-
semicircular, heart-like, wide oval, bi-rounded oval, ventrally wide oval, bi-pointed oval and dorsally convergent oval 
forms. The structure is also directly or indirectly involved in numbers of pathological processes that may change its 

contour/shape. The linear diameters (length and width/breadth) as well as area of the foramen, especially with similar 
data of occipital condyles are helpful in sex determination. 
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The foramen magnum is located within occipital 

bone and connects the posterior cranial fossa with the 

vertebral canal. It is surrounded anteriorly, posteriorly 

and laterally by the squama, basilar part and two lateral 

parts of occipital bone, respectively [1, 2]. In prenatal 

and postnatal periods those structures are connected 

by the posterior and anterior intraoccipital 

synchondroses that ossification takes place at 2-7 

years of age. It is worth to mentioned that fusion is 

much longer for the posterior synchondroses, which 

terminates around 5-7 year, than anterior one (2-4 

year) [3]. 

In various recently published papers [4-6] the 

foramen is divided into anterior (ventral) and posterior 

(dorsal) parts. The anterior one includes skeleto-motor 

structures that are important for movement and 

stabilization of the skull mainly on the level of atlanto-

occiplital and atlanto-axial joints. It is surrounded by the 

anterolateral border of the foramen (extending to a line 

between the bilaterally located anterior intraoccipital 

synchondroses) and contains the dens of the axis as 

well as various ligaments - the anterior longitudinal 

(tectorial membrane), apical, cruciform, alar and 

anterior atlanto-occipital membrane. The posterior part 

(so-called proper foramen magnum) is less involved in 

head motions since is crossed by various neuro-

vascular structures. It is surrounded by the posterior  

 

 

*
Address correspondence to this author at the Human Anatomy Department, 
Medical University of Lublin; 4 Jaczewskiego Str.; PL-20-090 Lublin, Poland; 
Tel: +48-603-767649; Fax: +48-81-4486021; E-mail: fb3@wp.pl 

edge of the foramen magnum, and contains the spinal 

cord (medulla oblongata depends of origin of the first 

cervical spinal nerves), meninges and subarachnoid 

space, posterior atlanto-occipital membrane, spinal 

roots of accessory nerve (CNXI; known as spinal 

accessory nerve), lower part of the basilar plexus, 

marginal sinuses, as well as vertebral, posterior and 

anterior spinal arteries [7]. 

MEASUREMENTS OF THE FORAMEN MAGNUM 

Similar to the skull (calvaria), as well as most other 

natural openings, the maximal length (FmL) and width 

(breadth; FmW) of the foramen could be measured  

[7, 8]. The length is defined as a distance between 

anterior (Basion, Ba) and posterior pole (Opisthion, O) 

of the foramen magnum in the midline plane (Figure 1). 

The foramen width is the longest transversal diameter 

and is usually measured between both medial margins 

of the foreman on the level of posterior synchondroses 

or their remnants. In most cases it crosses the medial 

end of posterior intraoccipital synchondroses and for 

this reason is also known as bi-interoccipital posterior 

measurement (BiSpm or Spm-Spm). As an accessory 

distance, the bi-interoccipital anterior measurements 

(BiSam or Sam-Sam) - located between right and left 

anterior synchondroses - could be established. In 

various studies also the distance between anterior pole 

of the foramen and bi-interoccipital anterior 

measurements (Ba-BiSam), as well posterior pole and 

bi-interoccipital posterior measurements (O-BiSpm) 

and bi-interoccipital anterior measurements (O-BiSam) 
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were evaluated. For sex determination the square area 

(surface) of the foramen, its circumference, length and 

width (width) of the occipital condyles, as well as 

spheno-basion distance (between sphenobasilar 

sphychondrosis and Basion) may be also routinely 

measured [7]. 

One of the most important vale is also length/width 

index (FmI) usually calculated using the following 

formula: FmI = (FmL/FmW) x100 

Having both principal longitudinal diameters, it is 

possible to establish foramen area (surface). For this 

reason three mathematic formulas have been used:  

Routal method [9]: area = 1/4 x  x FmL x FmW 

Teixeira method [10]: area =  x [(FmL + FmW)/4]
2 

Gapert et al. [11] postulate application of typical 

formula for circle are (area =  r
2
), but such method is 

rarely used in anthropological studies due to low 

incidence of a typical circular shape of the foramen 

magnum. 

ANATOMICAL VARIANCES OF THE FORAMEN 

MAGNUM 

The differences in shape and diameters of the 

foreman magnum seem to be related to gender and 

ethnicity (Table 1). Some authors established many 

variations between male and female individuals. 

However, it has to be pointed that sexual divergences 

are less important and visible than in remaining part of 

the skull, long bones and pelvis [7, 12] (see also data in 

the next chapter). 

Many authors stress an oval or oval-to-round form 

of the foramen magnum as dominant ones for the 

contemporary adult human. However, the contour may 

change during life. Ford [13] reported that the sagittal 

diameter elongate more rapidly during the prenatal 

period when compared to its transversal diameter. 

Furthermore, Richards and Jabbour [7] indicate that 

such elongation starts at the seventh gestational month 

and terminates at birth. It is postulated that the process 

is secondary only to the increasing length of the 

posterior part of the foramen. The dynamic of the 

process significantly decreases postnatally and 

terminates after first year of age, when the posterior 

part reaches the final size and shape. Unlike posterior 

part, diameters of the anterior unit does not differ 

significantly in-utero, but it slowly elongates after birth 

until permanent calcification of the right and left anterior 

intraoccipital synchondroses. It should be also pointed 

out that the postnatal period is characterized by 

significant increase of the foramen surface and more 

rapid increase of foramen width which continues until 

about 9.5-10.0 years of age. Secondary to those 

 

Figure 1: Lower (A) and upper (B) view of the base of the adult dry human skull with the foramen magnum. Principal anatomical 
longitudinal diameters of the foramen magnum and occipital condyle. FmL - maximal length of the foramen magnum (FmL), 
FmW - maximal width of the foramen magnum, OcL - maximal length of the left occipital condyle, OcW - maximal width of the 

left occipital condyle, Sam-Sam - bi-interoccipital anterior distance, Spm-Spm - bi-interoccipital posterior distance, Ba - Basion, 
O - Opisthion. 



Foramen Magnum - New and Old Anthropological Data Global Journal of Anthropology Research, 2014, Vol. 1, No. 1    27 

Table 1: Summary of Linear Diameters (mm) and Area (mm
2
) of the Foramen Magnum in Human during Postnatal 

Period in Relation to Geographical Location 

Foramen Magnum
1 

 Origin Specimens Sex N Age (year) 

Length (FmL) Width (FmW) Area 

 Europe        

M 82 52.5±18.5 35.91±2.41 30.51±1.77 862.41±94.79
2 

868.95±96.36
3 

Gapert et al. [11] UK DS
2 

F 76 55.3±18.2 34.71±1.91 29.36±1.96 801.78±85.43
2 

808.14±85.40
3 

M 69 52.4±18.4 35.79±2.6 30.48±1.86 n/a Gepert et al. [34] UK DS 

F 66 44.1±18.5 34.78±1.97 29.35±2.06 n/a 

Urbizu et al. [35] Spain MRI M/F 31/19 35.6±7.6 35.4±3.0 n/a n/a 

M 74 n/a 36.2±0.3
4 

31.1±0.3
4 

888.4±13.9
4 

Catalina-Herrera [36] Spain DS 

F 26 n/a 34.6±0.4
4 

29.6±0.3
4 

801.0±17.4
4 

M 36 51.46±9.35 35.38±2.27 30.72±2.11 854.80±93.79
2 

860.27±94.54
3 

Macaluso [37] France DS 

F 32 55.71±11.62 34.90±2.26 29.40±2.63 807.87±107.58
2 

815.13±106.29
3 

M/F 124 n/a 35.70±2.72 30.34±2.15 n/a 

M 68 n/a 36.06±2.85 30.82±2.07 n/a 

Olivier [38] France DS 

F 56 n/a 35.20±2.25 29.76±2.15 n/a 

n/a 111 20-80 36.6±2.8 31.1±2.7 n/a 

M 28 n/a 37.1±2.7 32.4±2.4 n/a 

Gruber et al. [23] Central 
Western 
Europe 

DS
5 

F 21 n/a 35.8±3.5 31.0±2.8 n/a 

M 142 24.66±3.37 36.89±3.17 32.47±3.08 881.44±149.80 Burdan et al. [12] Poland CT 

F 171 24.76±2.72 34.76±2.96 30.96±3.01 765.29±92.48 

M/F 143 n/a 35.53±3.06 30.31±2.79 n/a 

M 77 n/a 36.20±3.39 30.92±3.15 n/a 

Natsis et al. [39] Greece DS 

F 63 n/a 34.79±2.39 29.61±2.08 n/a 

 Asia        

Acer et al. [21] Turkey DS n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 760±144 

Govsa et al. [40] Turkey DS n/a 144 n/a 37.2±3.5 30.8±2.9 829±137.7 

Kizikanat et al. [41] Turkey DS n/a 59 n/a 34.8±2.2 29.6±2.4 n/a 

Avci et al. [42] Turkey DS n/a 30 n/a 34.5 29 n/a 

M 48 18-83 37.08±1.94 30.83±2.04 n/a Uysal et al. [28] Turkey CT 

F 52 18-83 34.87±2.61 18.93±2.44 n/a 
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M 57 n/a 37.2±3.43 31.6±2.99 931.7±144.29 Murshed et al. [43] Turkey DS 

F 53 n/a 34.6±3.16 29.3±2.19 795.0±99.32 

M 66 37.79±2.25 32.69±2.29 n/a 

F 95 

45.66 ±16.95 

35.62±2.43 31.09±2.36 n/a 

M n/a 38.95±2.86 33.10±2.96 n/a 

F n/a 

18-29 

36.00±3.02 31.32±3.01 n/a 

M n/a 37.47±2.64 33.14±2.82 n/a 

F n/a 

30-39 

35.59±2.61 30.74±2.22 n/a 

M n/a 37.38±0.76 33.61±1.23 n/a 

F n/a 

40-49 

35.90±1.85 30.85±2.52 n/a 

M n/a 37.76±1.63 32.49±1.95 n/a 

F n/a 

50-59 

35.08±1.93 30.97±1.72 n/a 

M n/a 36.92±2.23 31.35±1.11 n/a 

lgüy et al. [44] Turkey CT 

F n/a 

>60 

35.73±2.56 31.37±2.45 n/a 

M 170 n/a n/a n/a 909.91±126.02 Günay&Altinkök [45] Turkey DS 

F 39 n/a n/a n/a 819.01±117.24 

DS
 

n/a 38 n/a 35.6±2.3 29.9±2.1 n/a 

DS
 

n/a 27 n/a 35.1±2.8 28.7±2.2 n/a 

Sendemir et al. [46] Turkey 

CT n/a 23 n/a 36.4±2.8 30.0±1.4 n/a 

M 43 34.9±2.0 29.5±2.5 765.2±98.0 Uthman et al. [47] Iraq CT 

F 45 

20-49 

32.9±2.0 27.3±2.2 670.2±93.7 

Muthukumar et al. 
[48] 

India DS n/a 50 n/a 33.3 (27-39) 27.9 (23-32) n/a 

Chethan et al. [49] India DS n/a 53 n/a 31±2.4 25±2.4 n/a 

M 50 n/a 36.4±3.27 32.93±2.35 n/a RaghavendraBabu  

et al. [50] 

India DS 

F 40 n/a 31.62±2.05 28.32±2.12 n/a 

M 38 n/a 36.9±0.2 31.5±0.27 n/a Jain et al. [51] India DS 

F 30 n/a 30.9±0.3 29.5±0.28 n/a 

M 175 n/a 34.2 28.5 n/a Sayee et al. [52] India DS 

F 175 n/a 33.5 28.0 n/a 
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M 69 n/a 34.51±2.77 27.36±2.09 744.33±101.33
2 

755.46±103.38
3 

Kachan et al. [53] India DS 

F 49 n/a 33.60±2.63 26.74±2.36 706.93±95.02
2 

717.92±94.84
3
 

M 104 n/a 35.5±2.8 32.0±2.8 819.0±94
2 

Routal et al. [9] India DS 

F 37 n/a 29.6±1.9 27.1±1.6 771.0±90
2 

 North 
America 

       

16 1 33.91±1.94 23.59±2.03 n/a 

9 1.5 33.56±2.31 24.06±1.33 n/a 

29 2 34.79±3.13 24.47±2.1 n/a 

7 2.5 34.43±2.59 23.50±1.78 n/a 

27 3 34.89±2.94 24.78±1.66 n/a 

14 3.5 37.18±2.71 26.29±2.29 n/a 

41 4 35.11±2.74 26.35±2.64 n/a 

6 4.5 34.50±3.69 25.92±0.92 n/a 

19 5 36.50±2.81 27.05±2.26 n/a 

16 5.5 35.91±2.88 26.09±2.08 n/a 

25 6 36.74±2.84 27.50±2.15 n/a 

14 6.5 36.14±3.94 27.18±2.83 n/a 

22 7 36.07±3.09 26.64±1.77 n/a 

11 7.5 36.86±3.26 27.64±2.60 n/a 

25 8 36.46±4.58 27.15±2.61 n/a 

6 8.5 36.67±3.93 26.92±2.48 n/a 

22 9.0 37.05±3.30 27.61±1.60 n/a 

13 10.0 37.88±2.48 28.81±1.64 n/a 

8 12.0 37.69±3.33 27.81±2.71 n/a 

22 15 35.80±2.92 28.30±2.11 n/a 

Ricards&Jabbour [7]  USA DS
 

n/a 

23 18.-21 37.22±2.21 29.22±2.25 n/a 

Milhorat et al. [22] USA CT/MR M/F 25/55 31.7±11.8 32.5±3.17 30.8±5.74 787.70±118.4 

Tubbs et al. [20] USA DS M/F 40/32 50-90 31.0 (25-37) 27 (24-35) 558 (335-779) 

DS n/a 32 n/a 36±3 31±2 780±110 Wanebo&Chinoine 
[54] 

USA 

C n/a 6 n/a 36±2 32±2 820±100 

Berge & Bergmann 
[55] 

USA DS n/a 100 n/a 33.8 (24-53) 28.3 (23-41) n/a 

Dufton et al. [56] Canada MR M/F 44/63 41.93±14.70 3.63±0.31 n/a n/a 
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 South 
America 

       

M 121 22.66±2.17 30.27±2.02 n/a Isaza et al. [57] Columbia CT 

F 128 

30-49 

20.97±1.86 27.75±2.29 n/a 

M 144 44.3 36.5±2.6 30.6±2.5 n/a Suazo et al. [58] Brail DS 

F 71 40.76 35.6±2.5 29.5±1.9 n/a 

M 139 n/a 35.7±0.29 30.3±0.2 n/a Moneal et al. [59] Brazil DS 

F 76 n/a 31.1±0.33 29.4±0.23 n/a 

M 20 n/a n/a n/a 963.73±140
3 

Teixeira [10] Brazil DS 

F 20 n/a n/a n/a 805.65±105
3 

M 50 n/a 37.4±3.3 31.9±2.6 8.77±125 Espinoza et al. [60] Chile CT 

F 50 n/a 35.6±3.0 30.1±2.4 798±115 

 Africa        

M 90 n/a 36.36±2.3 30.9±2.5 n/a Ukoha et al. [61] Nigeria DS 

F 10 n/a 34.39±3.88 28.16±1.9 n/a 

Osunwoke et al. [62] Nigeria DS n/a 120 36.11±2.6 29.56±2.6  n/a 

 Unknown        

Lang [18] - DS n/a n/a n/a 35.33 (30.0-41.0) 29.6 (21.4-37.6) n/a 

Coin &Malkasian [63] - X n/a 42 n/a 34 (32-36) 29 (25-34) n/a 

Geographical location was estimated from original data or secondary to the authors affiliation in case of Tubs et al [20], Berge and Bergmann [55]; CT - computer 
tomography, MR - magnetic resonance, X - classic X-ray, DS - dry skull, n/a - unknown data, M/F - male/female. 

1
Data presented as Mean (M), Mean ± standard deviation (M±SD) or Mean with a maximal and minimal vale - M (Min-Max);

2
area = 1/4 x  x FmL x FmW (Routal 

method); 
3
area =  x [(FmL + FmW)/4]

2 
(Teixeira method);

 4
Mean ± SEM instead of SD; 

 6
Late Pleistocene to modern time. 

physiological changes, the length/breath index 

changed from 62.7-65.7% in an early prenatal period, 

to 69.8-71.0% at 0.75-2.5 years, and later become 

more stable 62.7-79.9%, with a mean value 78.8% for 

adults (>18 years). 

The index of foramen magnum (FmI) is also helpful 

in distinguishing oval-like or round-like types. The 

round-like form is characterized by the index 0.9-1.1 

(90-110%), while structures with a value below or 

above it are called as longitudinal and horizontal oval-

like ones, respectively. Based on the index vale [14], it 

is also possible to separate foramen into one of the 

three groups: dolichotrematous (oval; index < 81.9), 

mesotrematous (flattened oval; index = 81.9-85.9) and 

brachytrematus (round, index > 86.0). In adult native 

South Africans, a high predilection of dolichotrematous 

and low frequency of meso- and brachytrematous 

foramina was found [15]. However, much higher value 

of the index (71.0-111.0%) was presented in other 

populations [7, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17]. 

Richards and Jabbour [7] based on 470 dry skulls 

from the 7th gestational month to 21 years of age 

established eight anatomical variances of the foreman 

contour/shape: circular, two-semicircular, heart-like, 

wide oval, bi-rounded oval, ventrally wide oval, bi-

pointed oval and dorsally convergent oval (Figure 2). 

All those types have been recently confirmed in 

computed tomography study by Burdan et al. [12]. 

According to Richards and Jabbour [7] during the fetal 

period only a bi-rounded oval, ventrally wide oval, bi-

pointed oval and dorsally convergent oval types were 

observed. High incidence of the oval variations was 

also seen during the postnatal period due to the growth 

of the anterior intraoccipital synchondroses. Similar 

significant predominance of longitudinally oval (mostly 

bi-rounded and ventrally wide) and round types (two 

semi-circle) were observed by Burdan et al. [12]. Both 

studies indicate a developmental tendency to increase 

the ventral width of the foramen magnum with high 

incidence of anteriorly wide types, with a very low 

occurrence of fully circle. However, differences in 
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incidence of each variations may be secondary to 

various socio-geographic and age ranges since most of 

the dry archeological skulls examined by Richards and 

Jabbour [7] came from native Americans and their 

biological age was below 21 years of age. On the other 

hand, according to Lang [18], a higher incidence of the 

two semicircles forms is more typical for adults (41.2%) 

than for children skulls (18.2%). The author used own 

classification of the foreman shape but it was similar to 

the presented above, reported originally by Richards 

and Jabbour [7]. The incidence of all the main forms of 

the foramen magnum among adults and children was 

as follow: elongated circle - wide oval according to 

Richards and Jabbour [7] (adult/children: 22.4/20.4%), 

egg-shaped - ventrally wide oval (17.6/25.5%), 

rhomboid - dorsally convergent oval and heart-like 

(11.8/31.6%), rounded - circular (7/4%). The same 

classification was presented by Natsis who examined 

Greek skull. The incidence was as follow: two-

semicirculars (25.9%), pear (22.4%), egg-shape (21%), 

oval (14.7%), rhomboid (14 %) and round (1.4%). 

Similar data were collected among Asian skulls by 

Zaidi and Dayal [19], but the authors used their own 

geometrical classification of the foramen shape: oval - 

various oval types from Richards and Jabbour [7] 

(64%), hexagonal - two semicircle (24.5%), pentagonal 

- heart-like like (7.5%), irregular (3.5%), circle (0.5%). 

Similar incidence of the foramen types was recently 

revealed among European young adults: circular 

(male/female: 7.0/9,9%), two-semicircular 

(17.6/19.3%), heart-like (4.2/3.51%), wide oval 

36.6/39.2%), bi-rounded oval (9.15/3.51%), ventrally 

wide oval (14.1/14.0%), bi-pointed oval (2.1/4.1%) and 

dorsally convergent oval (9.1/6.4%) [12]. It should be 

pointed out that in two-semicircular, wide oval and bi-

rounded oval an advance asymmetry was found. 

Different classification based on square area of the 

foramen magnum was presented for dry skull by 

Tubbes et al. [20]. However, its usefulness is debatable 

since among individuals assessed by Burdan et al. 

[12], none of 313 examined person meet the criteria for 

type I (area < 500 mm
2
), only four were selected as 

type II (500-600 mm
2
), while the remaining 309 as type 

III (> 600 mm
2
). For comparison, among all of the 72 

dry skulls examined by Tubbs et al. [20] 15, 48 and 9 

cases were classified to the above presented groups, 

respectively. The mean area of foramen magnum 

according to Tubbes et al. [20] was 558 mm
2
, while in 

remaining studies (Table 1) was always over 760-800 

mm
2
. Burdan et al. [12] found it on the level of 877.4 

and 7816 mm
2
 for male and female, respectively. On 

the other hand, the size of the foramen is related to the 

volume of the brain, and secondary to volume of skull 

[13]. Such observation was partially confirmed by 

above presented observations related to size of the 

foramen and volume of the posterior cranial fossa [21, 

22]. 

SEXUAL DIMORPHISM OF THE FORAMEN 

MAGNUM 

Gruber at al. [23] are the only ones that did not 

established any significant differences of the foramen 

 

Figure 2: Developmental variances of the contour/shape of foramen magnum: circular (A), two-semicircular (B), heart-like (C), 

wide oval (D), bi-rounded oval (E), ventrally wide oval (F), bi-pointed oval (G) and dorsally convergent oval (H). Pseudo-3D 

computed tomography reconstruction imaging of human skulls. 
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magnum between male and female individuals. 

Generally, the sexual dimorphism of the foramen 

magnum could be easily observed in most of the 

studies in which the opening was examined (Table 1). 

Some of the authors present even discriminative 

formulae that are helpful to establish gender of the skull 

based on the morphology of the occipital bone or just 

its small part. The most common one is so-called 

Fisher’s method that calculates probability on the basis 

of occipital condyle length (OcL) and width (OcW) 

(Figure 1A), as well as width of the foramen magnum 

(FmW) using the following formulas: 

Dmale = [(8.227 x OcL) + (6.885 x OcW) + (5.817 x 

FmW)] - 227.181 

Dfemale = [(7.529 x OcL) + (6.477 x OcW) + (5.467 x 

FmW)] - 196.519 

The method was successfully applied by Giles and 

Elliot [24] who were able to correctly state sex of Afro-

Americans (82%) and Caucasian (89%) individuals. 

Similar accuracy was reported by Hanke [25]. 

However, much lower degree of proper determination 

of male (79.4%) and especially female (79.1%) was 

reported by Kajanoja [26]. Similar data was also 

presented by Westcott and Moore-Jansen [27] that 

found accuracy on the level 76%. Much higher 

accuracy are usually pointed out in studies based on 

regression equations but data also differ significantly 

since Routal et al. [9] were able to establish sex in all 

individuals but Uysal et al. [28] and Holland et al. [29] 

only in 81% and 71-90% of examined cases, 

respectively. Moreover, Gapert et al. [11] after using 

both above listed methods stressed that dimensions of 

the foramen have only limited value for evaluation of its 

sexual dimorphism. 

Interestingly, various studies connect gender-

related variations of the foramen with different stature, 

as well as diameter of the vertebral canal and spinal 

cord among males and females [30-33], that depends 

on higher number of neuronal fibers that have to 

innervate relative larger male body [23, 30]. However, 

most authors connect the sexual dimorphism with the 

evaluated structure to bone changes. Such topic is 

extensively revised in recently published paper by 

Gapert et al. [34]. 

CONCLUSION 

The foramen magnum is the biggest natural 

foramen of the neurocranium. It is surrounded by 

various parts of occipital bone and secondary to their 

growth and development the shape of the foramen may 

change during prenatal and postnatal period. The 

structure is also directly or indirectly involved in number 

of pathological processes that may change its shape. 

Its diameter, especially increase surface, concomitantly 

with small volume of posterior cranial fossa predispose 

to the Chiari malformation - defined as an ectopia of 

the cerebellar tonsils at least 5 mm below the 

horizontal plane of the foramen [12, 22, 35]. The 

anomaly may occur with myelodysplasia (CM-II) or 

cervical encephalocele (CM-III). The abnormal shape 

of the foramen may be also visible in any abnormal 

development of the cerebellum, brain stem and other 

content of the posterior cranial fossa, hydrocephalus, 

Paget’s disease, degeneration changes of atlanto-

occipital joints, nearby located bone metastasis and 

tumors, etc. The structure has also forensic importance 

since allow sex determination. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The article bases on the data published in original 

scientific paper (Burdan et al. [12]) 

REFERENCES 

[1] Narkiewicz O, Mory  J, editors. Human anatomy. Warszawa: 
PZWL 2010. 

[2] Scheuer L, Black S. Developmental juvenile osteology. 
London: Academic Press; 2000. 

[3] Tillmann B, Lorenz R. The stress at the human atlanto-
occipital joint. Anat Embryol 1978; 153: 269-277. 

[4] Moss ML. The functional matrix hypothesis revisited. I. The 
role of mechanotransduction. Am J Orthod Dentofacial 
Orthop 1997; 112: 8-11. 

[5] Moss ML, Young R. A functional approach to craniology. Am 
J Phys Anthropol 1960; 18: 281-92. 

[6] Rude J, Mertzlufft FO. Correlation coefficients in human 

skulls: significant sexual differences. Anthropol Anz 1987; 45: 
371-5. 

[7] Richards GD, Jabbour RS. Foramen magnum ontogeny in 
Homo sapiens: a functional matrix perspective. Anat Rec 
2011; 294: 199-216. 

[8] Piontek J. Biology of prehistoric population. Poznan: 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM; 1999. 

[9] Routal RR, Pal GP, Bhagwat SS, Tamankar BP. Metrical 

studies with sexual dimorphism in foramen magnum of 
human crania. J Anat Soc India 1984; 33: 85-9. 

[10] Teixeira WR. Sex identification utilizing the size of the 
foramen magnum. Am J Forensic Med Pathol 1982; 3: 203-6. 

[11] Gapert R, Black S, Last J. Sex determination from the 
foramen magnum: discriminant function analysis in an 

eighteenth and nineteenth century British sample. Int J Legal 
Med 2009; 123: 25-33. 

[12] Burdan F, Szumilo J, Walocha J, Klepacz L, Madej B, 
Dworzanski W, et al. Morphology of the foramen magnum in 
young Eastern European adults. Folia Morphol 2012; 71: 
205-16. 

[13] Ford HER. Growth of the foetal skull. J Anat 1956; 90: 63-72. 



Foramen Magnum - New and Old Anthropological Data Global Journal of Anthropology Research, 2014, Vol. 1, No. 1    33 

[14] Martin R. Saller K. Lehrbuch de Anthropologie. Stuttgart: 
Gustav Fischer; 1959. 

[15] De Villiers H. The skull of the South Africa Negro. 
Johannesburg: Witwatersrand University Press; 1968. 

[16] Calvy TM, Segall HD, Gilles FH, Bird CR, Zee CS, Ahmadi J, 
et al. CT anatomy of the craniovertebral junction in infants 
and children. Am J Neuroradiol 1987; 8: 489-94. 

[17] Coqueugniot H. Le crane d’Homo sapiens en Eurasie: 
Croissance et variation depuis 100,00 ans, Technical Report 

822. London: British Archaelogical Reports, International 
Series; 1999. 

[18] Lang J. Clinical anatomy of the posterior cranial fossa and its 
foramina. Berlin: Thieme Medical Publishers; 1991. 

[19] Zaidi SH, Dayal SS. Variations in the shape of foramen 
magnum in Indian skulls. Anat Anz 1988; 167: 338-40. 

[20] Tubbs RS, Griessenauer CJ, Loukas M, Shoja MM, Cohen-

Gadol AA. Morphometric analysis of the foramen magnum: 
an anatomic study. Neurosurgery 2010; 66: 385-8. 

[21] Acer N, Sahin B, Ekinci N, Ergür H, Basaloglu H. Relation 
between intracranial volume and the surface area of the 
foramen magnum. J Craniofac Surg 2006; 17: 326-30. 

[22] Milhorat TH, Nishikawa M, Kula RW, Dlugacz YD. 

Mechanisms of cerebellar tonsil herniation in patients with 
Chiari malformations as guide to clinical management. Acta 
Neurochir 2010; 152: 1117-27. 

[23] Gruber P, Henneberg M, Böni T, Rühli FJ. Variability of 
human foramen magnum size. Anat Rec 2009; 292: 1713-9. 

[24] Giles E, Elliot O. Sex determination by discriminant function 
analysis of crania. Am J Phys Anthropol 1964; 22: 129-36. 

[25] Henke W. On the method of discriminant function analysis for 
sex determination of the skull. J Hum Evol 1977; 65: 95-100. 

[26] Kajanoja O. Sex determination of Finnish crania by 

discrimination function analysis. Am J Anthropol 1969; 24: 
29-34. 

[27] Westcott D, Moore-Jansen P. Metric variation in the human 
occipital bone: forensic anthropological application. J 
Forensic Sci 2001; 5: 1159-63. 

[28] Uysal S, Gokharman D, Kacar M, Tuncbilek I, Kosa U. 

Estimation of sex by 3D CT measurements of the foramen 
magnum. J Forensic Sci 2005; 50: 1310-4. 

[29] Holland TD. Sex determination of fragmentary crania by 
analysis of the cranial base. Am J Phys Anthropol 1986; 70: 
203-8. 

[30] Fox JH. Wilczynski W. Allometry of major CNS divisions: 

towards a reevaluation of somatic brain-body scaling. Brain 
Beha Evol 1986; 28: 157-69. 

[31] Hasue M, Kikuchi S, Sakuyama Y, Ito T. Anatomic study of 
the interrelation between lumbosacral nerve roots and their 
surrounding tissues. Spine 1983; 8: 55-8. 

[32] Kikuchi S, Hasue M, Nishiyama K, Ito T. Anatomic and 
clinical studies of radicular symptoms. Spine 1984; 9: 23-30. 

[33] Röthig W. Relationships between body height and diameter 
of the occipital foramen magnum in the adult. Anthropol Anz 
1971; 33: 48-51. 

[34] Gapert R, Black S, Last J. Test of age-related variation in the 
craniometry of the adult human foramen magnum region: 

implications for sex determination methods. Forensic Sci 
Med Pathol 2013: 9: 478-88. 

[35] Urbizu A, Poca MA, Vidal X, Rovira A, Sahuquillo J, Macaya 
A. MRI-based morphometric analysis of posterior cranial 

fossa in the diagnosis of chiari malformation type I. J 
Neuroimaging 2014; 24: 250-6. 

[36] Catalina-Herrera CJ. Study of the anatomic metric values of 
the foramen magnum and its relation to sex. Acta Anat 1987; 
130: 344-7. 

 

[37] Macaluso PJ Jr. Metric sex determination from the basal 

region of the occipital bone in a documented French sample. 
Bull Mem Soc Antropol Paris 2011; 23: 19-26. 

[38] Olivier G. Biometry of the human occipital bone. J Anat 1975; 
120: 507-18. 

[39] Natsis K, Piagkou M, Skotsimara G, Piagkos G, Skandalakis 
P. A morphometric anatomical and comparative study of the 

foramen magnum region in a Greek population. Surg Radiol 
Anat 2013; 35: 925-34. 

[40] Govsa F, Ozer MA, Celik S, Ozmutaf NM. Three-dimensional 
anatomic landmarks of the foramen magnum for the 
craniovertebral junction. J Craniofac Surg 2011; 22: 1073-6. 

[41] Kizilkanat ED, Boyan N, Soames R, Oguz. Mrphometry of the 

hypoglossal canal, occipital codyle and foramen mgnum. 
Neurosurg Quarter James Cook Univ 2006; 16: 121-5. 

[42] Avci E, Dagtekin A, Ozturk AH, Kara E, Ozturk NC, Uluc K, et 
al. Anatomical variations of the foramen magnum, occipital 
condyle and jugular tubercle. Turk Neurosurg 2011; 21: 181-
90. 

[43] Murshed KA, Cicekcibasi AE, Tuncer I. Morphometric 
evaluation of the foramen magnum and variations in shape: a 
study on computerized tomographic imges of normal adults. 
Tur J Med Sci 2003; 33: 301-6. 

[44] lgüy D, lgüy M, Ersan N, Döleko lu S, Fi ekçio lu E. 

Measurements of the foramen magnum and mandible in 
relation to sex using CBCT. J Forensic Sci 2014; 59: 601-5. 

[45] Günay Y, Altinkök M. The value of the size of foramen 
magnum in sex determination. J Clin Forensic Med 2000; 7: 
147-9. 

[46] Sendemir E, Savci G, Cimen A. Evaluation of the foramen 
magnum dimensions. Kaibogaku Zasshi 1994; 69: 50-2. 

[47] Uthman AT, Al-Rawi NH, Al-Timimi JF. Evaluation of foramen 

magnum in gender determination using helical CT scanning. 
Dentomaxillofac Radiol 2012; 41: 197-202. 

[48] Muthukumar N, Swaminathan R, Venkatesh G, Bhanumathy 
SP. A morphometric analysis of the foramen magnum region 

as it relates to the transcondylar approach. Acta Neurochir 
2005; 147: 889-95. 

[49] Chethan P, Prakash KG, Murlimanju BV, Prashanth KU, 
Prabhu LV, Saralaya VV, et al. Morphological analysis and 
morphometry of the foramen magnum: an anatomical 
investigation. Turk Neurosurg 2012; 22: 416-9. 

[50] Raghavendra Babu YP, Kanchan T, Attiku Y, Dixit PN, 
Kotian MS. Sex estimation from foramen magnum 
dimensions in an Indian population. J Forensic Leg Med 
2012; 19: 162-7. 

[51] Jain SK, Choudhary AK, Mishra P. Morphometric evaluation 

of foramen for sex determination in a documented north 
Indian sample. J Evolution Med Dental Sci 2013, 2: 8093-8. 

[52] Sayee R,Janakiram S, Thomas IA. Foramen magnum 
measurements of crania from Karnataka. J Ant Soc India 
1987; 36: 87-9. 

[53] Kachan T, Gupta A, Krishan K. Craniometric analysis of 

foramen magnum for estimation of sex. Int J Med Health 
Pharma Biomed Engin 2013; 7: 111-3. 

[54] Wanebo JE, Chicoine MR. Quantitative analysis of the 
transcondylar approach to the foramen magnum. 
Neurosurgery 2001; 49: 934-41; discussion 941-3. 

[55] Berge JK, Bergman RA. Variations in size and in symmetry 
of foramina of the human skull. Clin Anat 2001; 14: 406-13. 

[56] Dufton JA, Habeeb SY, Heran MK, Mikulis DJ, Islam O. 
Posterior fossa measurements in patients with and without 
Chiari I malformation. Can J Neurol Sci 2011; 38: 452-5. 

[57] saza J, Díaz CA, Bedoya JF, Monsalve T, Botella MC. 
Assessment of sex from endocranial cavity using volume-

rendered CT scans in a sample from Medellín, Colombia. 
Forensic Sci Int. 2014; 234: 186.e1-10. 



34    Global Journal of Anthropology Research, 2014, Vol. 1, No. 1 Burdan et al. 

[58] Suazo GJC, Russo PP, Zavando MDA, Smith RL. Sexual 

dimorphism in the foremen magnum dimensions. Int J 
Morphol 2009; 27: 21-3. 

[59] Manoel C, Prado FB, Caria PHF, Groppo FC. Morphometric 
analysis of the foramen magnum in human skull of the 
Brazilian individuals: its relation to gender. Braz J Morphol 
Sci 2009; 26: 104-8. 

[60] Espinoza EG, Ayala CP, Ortega LB, Collipal LB, Silva HM. 
Tomographic morphometry of the foramen magnum and its 
relation to sex and Mapuche ethnicity. Rev Ancem 2011; 5:2 
8-31. 

[61] Ukoha U, Egwu OA, Okafor IJ, Anyabolu AE, Ndukwe GU, 

Okpala I. Sexual dimorphism in the foramen magnum of 
Nigerian adult. In J Biol Med Res 2011; 2: 878-81. 

[62] Osunwoke EA, Oladipo GS, Gwunireame IU, Ngaokere JO,. 
2012; Morphometric analysis of the foramen magnum and 
jugular foramen in adult skull in southern Nigerian population. 
Am J Sci Ind Res 2012; 3: 446-8. 

[63] Coin CG, Malkasian DR. Foramen magnum. In: Newton TH, 
Potts DG, editors. Radiology of the skull and brain: the skull. 
St. Louis: Mosby 1971; p. 275-347. 

 

Received on 26-12-2014 Accepted on 08-1-2015 Published on 20-01-2015 

 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15379/2410-2806.2014.01.01.05 

© 2014 Burdan et al.; Licensee Cosmos Scholars Publishing House. 
This is an open access article licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/), which permits unrestricted, non-commercial use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, 

provided the work is properly cited. 

 


